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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1939 


WEST  OXFORDSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS. 

2  Carey  Close, 

Five  Mile  Drive, 

Oxford. 

To  the  Mayors,  Chairmen  and  Councillors  of  the  Constituent  Authorities 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  West  Oxfordshire 
Combined  Districts  for  1939,  which  has  been  compiled  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Circular  2067  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  19th  July,  1940. 

This  circular  states  that  reports  for  1939  are  to  be  confined  to  essen¬ 
tial  and  urgent  matters  which  have  affected  public  health  during  the 
year,  especially  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases.  With  the  exception  of 
the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  Chadlington,  in  the  autumn  of  1939,  there 
have  been  no  notable  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease.  The  increased 
population  owing  to  evacuation  in  September  1939  does  not  appear  to 
have  materially  influenced  the  health  of  the  area,  which  was  main¬ 
tained  at  a  satisfactory  level  during  the  year. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  Campbell, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


2 


CHIPPING  NORTON  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 


CHIPPING  NORTON  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 


Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2380 

Population  : 

Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3494 

Mean  Population,  1939  (R.G.’s  estimate)  ...  ^ 

ID)  oO  1 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)...  ...  ...  901 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1931)  905 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £14902/5/- 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £57/1/5 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Total  Male  Female  per  1 000 

Legitimate  ...  34  13  21  10.2 

Illegitimate  ...  4  3  1 

England  and  Wales  15 

Still  Births — Rate  per  1000  Total  Births — 64. 

Death  Rate. 

Total  Male  Female  per  1000 

Deaths  ...  47  24  23  13.4 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  9.6 

England  and  Wales  12.1 

The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were : — Heart  Disease  (11), 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  (8),  Circulatory  Diseases  (6),  Cancer  (2), 
Senility  (4). 

Maternal  Deaths. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 


*  Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births  : — 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total  I  F.M. 


58  Nil  53 

England  and  Wales  .  50 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  0 


Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  0 


CHIPPING  NORTON  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 
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Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Water  Examination.  Bacterological  examination  of  the  public  supply 
at  the  end  of  1939  showed  B.Coli  in  50  cc.  An  automatic  chlorinating 
plant  has  now  been  installed. 


Section  D. 
HOUSING. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 


Section  E. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 

DISEASES. 

OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

Notifiable  Diseases  During  the  Year 

No.  of  Admitted 

1939. 

Diseases 

Cases 

Notified 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

4 

0 

Diphtheria 

7 

7 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

1 

Erysipelas 

4 

0 

0 

Measles . 

2 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  2  cases  occurred,  one  of  which  was  a  child  at  the 
National  Children’s  Homes,  the  other  a  school  child  in  the  Borough. 
Both  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Diphtheria.  7  cases  occurred  :  all  were  removed  to  hospital.  There 
were  no  deaths.  In  one  instance  where  a  case  occurred  4  other  members 
of  the  household  were  found  to  be  carriers  and  were  notified  and  re¬ 
moved  to  hospital.  Two  other  cases  occurred  in  school  children. 

N on-notifiable  Diseases.  The  following  non-notihable  diseases  have 
been  reported  from  the  Schools.  Mumps  and  Chickenpox. 
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School  Closures.  Church  of  England  School  (Girls  and  Infants)  for 
Diphtheria. 


Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods  Male  Female 


New  Cases 
Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Male  Female 


0—1  0  0 

1—5  0  0 

5—15  0  0 

15—25  0  0 

25—35  0  0 

35—45  0  0 

45—55  0  0 

45  -55  0  0 

55—65  0  0 

65—  0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
1  1 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  1 


Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Male  Female 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  1 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


Totals  0  0  1  2  0  1  0  0 


WITNEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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WITNEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1306 

Population  : 

Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5050 

/a\  5453 

Mean  Population,  1939  (R.G.’s  estimate)  ...  ;  : 

(b)  5585 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)...  ...  ...  1295 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers,  1931  ...  1306 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £32482 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £124 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Birth  Rate. 

Total  Male 

Female 

Per  1000 

Legitimate 

70  38 

32 

13.1 

Illegitimate  ... 

3  1 

2 

England  and  Wales 

15 

Stillbirths.  Rate  per  1000 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

54 

Death  Rate. 

Total  Male 

Female 

per  1000 

Deaths 

56  29 

27 

10.3 

Adjusted  Death  Rate 

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9.5 

England  and  Wales 

12.1 

The  chief  causes  of  death  are  : — Heart  Disease  (22),  Cancer  (9), 
Circulatory  Diseases  (5),  Nephritis  (2),  Violence  (3). 

Maternal  Death  Rate. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births  : — 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Total  I.M.F. 

14.3  Nil 

14 

England  and  Wales 

...  50 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

...  9 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  0 
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WITNEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Water  Examination.  4  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supply  were 
submitted  for  examination  during  the  year.  In  the  case  of  the  filtered 
and  chlorinated  water  all  were  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes,  there 
being  no  B.  Coli  in  100  cc. 


Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Section  E. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Diseases  During  the  Year. 


Disease 

Total  cases 
Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fever- 

7 

5 

0 

Diphtheria 

...  2 

2 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  5 

0 

1 

Erysipelas 

...  2 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  7  cases  occurred  during  the  year  ;  5  were  removed  to 
Abingdon  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  remaining  2  were  treated  at  home. 

Diphtheria.  2  cases  were  notified  ;  one  of  these  was  a  carrier.  Both 
were  removed  to  hospital. 


WITNEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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N on-notifiable  Diseases.  The  following  non-notifiable  diseases  were 
reported  from  the  Schools  in  1939.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
(before  October  1939).  German  Measles,  Chickenpox,  Mumps. 

School  Closures.  Nil. 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Age  Periods  Male  Female  Male  Female 


0—1  0  0 

1—5  0  0 

5—15  0  0 

15—25  2  1 

25—35  1  0 

35—45  1  0 

45—55  1  0 

55—65  0  0 

65—  0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
1  0 
0  1 
0  1 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Male  Female 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


Total  5  1  1  2  0  0  0  0 
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WOODSTOCK  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 


WOODSTOCK  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  . 

Population  : 

Census,  1931 

Mean  Population,  1939  (R.G.’s  estimate) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)... 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1931)  ...  373 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £6192 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £23/19/6 

Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Birth  Rate. 

Total  Male 

Female 

Per  1000 

Legitimate 

33  15 

18  d 

22.6 

Illegitimate 

3  1 

2  / 

England  and  Wales 

15.0 

Still  Births.  Rate  per 

1000  births 

28 

Death  Rate. 

Deaths 

21  11 

10 

12.7 

Adjusted  Death  Rate 

8.6 

England  and  Wales 

12.1 

chief  causes  of  death 

were  : — Heart 

Disease  (6), 

Circulatory 

Diseases  (5),  and  Cancer  (3). 

Maternal  Death  Rate. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

•Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births  : — 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Total  I.M.F. 

60.6  Nil 

55 

England  and  Wales 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

50 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

•  ••  •••  •  •  • 

3 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

•  ••  •••  •  •  • 

0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 


10/ 


1484 

(a)  1593 

(b)  1673 

360 


WOODSTOCK  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 
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Section  B. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Section  C. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Sectign  D. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Section  E. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES,  Etc. 


Notifiable 

Diseases  during  the 

Year. 

Diseases 

Total  No.  of 
Cases  Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

Q 

•  •  •  •  •  •  C/ 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

4 

0 

1 

Scarlet  Fever .  3  cases  occurred  :  one  was  removed  to  Abingdon 
Hospital  and  2  were  isolated  at  home. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  was  one  death, 
a  female  pulmonary  case — age  50. 
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CHIPPING  NORTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87875 

Population  : 

Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14389 

(n\  14200 

Mean  Population,  1939  (R.G.’s  estimate)  ...  14580 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1931)  ...  ...  3709 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931)  3766 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £52007 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £204 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  Births  ^Legitimate  178  91  87d 

183  ^Illegitimate  5  4 

England  and  Wales 

Death  Rate. 

Total  Male  Female 
Deaths  ...  ...  183  87  96  Death  Rate  12.6 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.3 

England  and  Wales  .  12.1 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  :  Heart  Disease  (57),  Cancer  (29), 
Circulatory  Diseases  (14),  Violence  (7),  Bronchitis  (8),  Pneumonia  (8), 
Influenza  (9),  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (4),  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  (13). 

Maternal  Death  Rate. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 


Per  1000 
12.6 
15.0  ‘ 

per  1000 


CHIPPING  NORTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births  : — 
Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total  I.F.M. 


33  200  38 

England  and  Wales  50 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  0 


Section  B. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 


Section  C. 


As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 


Water  Examination.  Samples  were  examined  during  the  year  as 
follows  : — 


Parish 
Charlbury 
Enstone 
Fawler  ... 
Idbury  . . . 
Kingham 
Lyneham 
Wootton 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satisfactory 

Polluted 

1 

1 

...  3 

1 

3 

1 

...  1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

4  8  6  6 


All  the  bacteriological  samples  and  the  three  samples  at  Lyneham 
were  from  public  supplies.  The  others  were  from  private  wells.  The 
polluted  sample  from  Lyneham  was  taken  after  heavy  rain,  and  after 
that  certain  work  was  done  to  avoid  pollution.  The  two  samples  taken 
afterwards  shew  that  this  work  was  successful. 

Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

161  houses  in  the  district  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  3  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation — all  were  cottages  at  Taston  and 
official  representations  were  made  to  the  Council. 
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CHIPPING  NORTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


19  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  :  these 
were  inhabited  by  130  persons. 

No  new  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Section  E. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 


Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES,  Etc. 

Notifiable  Disease  During  the  Year  1939. 


Diseases 

No.  of 
Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Total 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  13 

12 

0 

Diphtheria 

...  28 

27 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

...  2 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  11 

0 

8 

Erysipelas 

...  4 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  13  cases  occurred  of  whom  12  were  removed  to 
hospital.  Cases  occurred  in  the  following  parishes  : — 

Wootton  1,  Churchill  1,  Leafield  1,  Shipton-under-Wychwood  4, 
Ascot-under-Wychwood  3,  Kingham  3. 

Diphtheria.  28  cases  occurred ;  26  were  removed  to  Abingdon 
Isolation  Hospital.  Of  28  cases,  22  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Chadling- 
ton  and  Spelsbury.  Of  the  other  cases  one  occurred  in  each  of  the 
following  parishes  : — Enstone,  Chalbury,  Ascot-under-Wychwood, 
Stonesfield,  Churchill  and  Great  Rollright. 

No  deaths  occurred  in  any  of  the  cases  notified  in  the  district  but 
there  was  one  death  in  a  child,  normally  resident  in  the  district,  who 
was  notified  in  another  area. 

The  outbreak  at  Chadlington  was  fully  investigated  by  Prof.  G.  S. 
Wilson  and  Dr.  W.  M.  Scott  of  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Oxford,  and  the  children  in  the  village  of  Chadlington  and 
Spelsbury  were  immunized.  The  following  is  the  report  of  the  outbreak 
by  Prof.  G.  S.  Wilson  : — 


CHIPPING  NORTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 
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The  Chadlington  and  Spelsbury  outbreak  of  Diphtheria. 

Between  January  and  November  1939,  twenty  cases  of  diphtheria 
were  notified  at  Chadlington,  and  two  in  the  neighbouring  village  of 
Spelsbury.  Except  for  three  adults,  all  were  in  children  attending  the 
Chadlington  School.  Four  carriers  were  detected,  one  of  whom  was 
an  evacuee.  Closure  of  the  School  on  no  less  than  three  occasions  failed 
to  arrest  the  outbreak,  and  dropping  cases  continued  to  occur. 

At  the  beginning  of  November,  the  help  of  the  Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Oxford  was  sought.  It  was  decided  to  Schick- 
test  and  swab  all  the  school  children,  and  to  swab  as  many  of  the 
pre-school  children  and  adult  contacts  as  possible. 

Accordingly,  on  November  13th  a  team  of  workers  visited  Chadling¬ 
ton  and  Spelsbury.  With  the  help  of  Dr.  Campbell,  Schick  tests  were 
carried  out  on  101  children  and  14  adults,  while  nose  and  throat  swabs 
were  taken  from  158  school  and  pre-school  children  and  19  adults. 

A  second  visit  was  paid  three  days  later  to  read  the  Schick  tests. 
Of  the  Chadlington  children,  73  per  cent,  and  of  the  Spelsbury  children 
90  per  cent  reacted  positively.  All  the  reactors,  together  with  48  school 
and  pre-school  children,  and  17  adults,  who  had  not  been  Schick- 
tested,  making  a  total  of  153,  were  given  their  first  immunizing  injection 
of  0.1  cc.  of  alum  precipited  toxoid  (A.P.T.).  At  the  same  time,  350 
units  of  antitoxic  serum  were  also  injected  in  order  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  next  two  or  three  weeks. 
Apart  from  one  adult,  the  reactions  to  the  A.P.T.  were  quite  mild. 
Thirteen  of  those  who  had  been  swabbed  refused  immunization. 

Examination  of  the  swabs  taken  at  the  first  visit  revealed  one  nasal 
and  two  throat  carriers  of  virulent  diphtheria  bacilli. 

The  School  was  re-opened  on  November  20th,  all  the  children  being 
allowed  to  return  except  the  three  positive  carriers  and  the  children 
who,  owing  to  parental  refusal,  had  not  been  immunized. 

A  third  visit  was  paid  on  December  14th,  when  the  second  dose  of 
0.3  cc.  of  A.P.T.  was  given  to  those  who  had  previously  been  im¬ 
munized.  The  three  carriers  were  allowed  to  return  to  school  when 
they  became  negative.  The  children  who  had  not  been  immunized 
were  kept  away  till  the  school  re-opened  after  the  Christmas  recess. 

On  February  26th,  1940,  a  fourth  visit  was  paid  to  re-Schick  those 
who  had  been  vaccinated  and  find  out  whether  immunization  had  been 
successful.  Only  57  of  those  who  had  been  Schick-tested  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  presented  themselves  for  re-testing. 

A  fifth  visit  was  paid  on  February  29th  to  read  the  Schick-reactions. 
All  but  two  children,  who  gave  very  mild  and  almost  doubtful  reactions, 
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proved  to  be  immune.  In  other  words,  the  Schick  conversion  rate 
was  about  96  per  cent.  The  two  children  who  still  reacted  slightly 
were  given  a  final  dose  of  0.5  cc.  A.P.T. 

Reviewing  the  immunization  campaign,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
it  was  successful  in  its  main  object  of  stopping  the  epidemic.  From  the 
time  of  the  first  visit  in  November,  not  a  single  case  of  diphtheria 
occurred  at  either  Chadlington  or  Spelsbury.  Moreover,  by  dectecing 
and  isolating  the  positive  carriers  of  diphtheria  bacilli,  it  was  possible 
to  re-open  the  School  almost  at  once.  The  very  success  of  the  pro¬ 
cedure,  however,  led  to  a  rapid  diminution  in  the  interest  in  diphtheria, 
and  only  half  of  those  who  had  been  Schick-tested  originally  came  up 
for  their  final  test.  Since,  however,  the  great  majority  of  the  absentees 
had  received  their  second  immunizing  injection  two  months  previously, 
it  is  probable  that  they  were  all  effectively  immunized. 

Non-Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  following  non-notifiable  diseases  have  been  reported  from  the 
schools  : — 

Whooping  Cough.  Charlbury,  Sandford  St.  Martin,  Steeple  Barton 
(before  October,  1939). 

Chickenpox.  Charlbury,  Heythrop,  Sandford  St.  Martin. 

Mumps.  Coombe. 

German  Measles.  Salford,  Charlbury. 

Impetigo.  Charlbury,  Steeple  Barton. 

Ringworm.  Steeple  Barton. 

School  Closures.  Chadlington  for  Diphtheria.  Chilson  for  Influenza. 

Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods 

0—  1 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

0  0  0  1 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

0  0  0  0 

1—  5 

0 

0  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5—15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—25 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25—35 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

35—45 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45—55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55—65 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

1 

WITNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


15 


WITNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84938 

Population  : 

Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  16029 

Mean  Population,  1939  (R.G/s  estimate) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)  ...  4373 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £55489 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £229  16  5 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Total  Male  Female  Per  1000 

Live  Births  f  Legitimate  250  122  128^  Birth  Rate  ...  15.2 

(259)  Illegitimate  9  6  3 J 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.0 

Still  Births.  Rate  per  1000  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


Death  Rate. 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  ...  ...  216  110  106  Death  Rate 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  ... 

England  and  Wales 


Per  1000 
.  12.7 

10.03 
12.1 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease  (56),  Cancer  (32), 
Senility  (13),  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  (16),  Violence  (9),  Circulatory 
Diseases  (16),  Bronchitis  (6),  Pneumonia  (11),  Congenital  Diseases  (8), 
Nephritis  (8),  Diabetes  (8). 


Maternal 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate  per  1000 

live  and  still  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

...  1 

3.7 

Other  puerperal  causes 

...  0 

— 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

...  1 

3.7 

16 
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Infantile  Mortality. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births  : 


Legitimate 

36 


Illegitimate 

Nil 


Total  I.F.M. 

35 


England  and  Wales 
No.  of  deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 


50 


32 

0 

1 

0 


,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

, ,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Water  Examination.  7  specimens  of  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  from  the  parishes  of 
Eynsham,  Black  Bourton,  Langford,  North  Leigh,  Broadwell. 

With  the  exception  of  those  at  Broadwell — a  private  supply — all 
were  satisfactory. 


Section  D. 


HOUSING. 


During  1939,  8  cottages  were  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 
under  the  Housing  Act  1936,  Sec.  154 — 5  in  the  parish  of  Standlake 
and  3  in  the  parish  of  North  Leigh. 


Section  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 
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Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1939 


Diseases 

No.  of  cases 
Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

15 

14 

0 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

0 

Pneumonia 

10 

— 

11 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

3 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

0 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.  15  cases  occurred  during  the  year  ;  14  were  removed  to 
Abingdon  Isolation  Hospital  and  one  treated  at  home. 

Cases  occurred  in  the  following  parishes  : — Bampton  4,  North  Leigh 
2,  Bladon  2,  Eynsham  2,  and  one  each  at  Black  Bourton,  Standlake, 
Burford,  Ducklington  and  Stanton  Harcourt.  2  cases  occurred  in 
evacuees. 

Diphtheria.  2  cases  occurred,  both  were  removed  to  hospital. 
One  was  an  evacuee,  a  child  who  had  been  recently  admitted  to  a 
Sick  Bay.  No  further  cases  occurred  at  this  institution. 

Non-Notifiable  Diseases. 

Non-notifiable  diseases  were  reported  from  the  schools  as  follows: — 

Measles.  Bampton,  Alvescot  (before  October,  1939). 

Whooping  Cough.  Langford,  Filkins,  Handborough,  North  Leigh, 
Minster  Lovell,  Eynsham,  Stanton  Harcourt  (before  October,  1939). 

Chickenpox.  Eynsham,  Burford,  Stanton  Harcourt,  Bampton. 

German  Measles.  Burford,  Minster  Lovell. 

Mumps.  Handborough. 

Impetigo.  Burford,  North  Leigh,  Eynsham. 

Scabies.  North  Leigh. 

Ringworm.  Ducklington. 

School  Closures.  Nil. 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Fema 

0—  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—15 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

25—35 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

35—45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45—55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55—65 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

3 

1 

1 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

Of  six  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  four  were  cases  not 
previously  notified. 
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BANBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Section  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

•  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5905 1 


Area  in  Acres . 

Population  : 

Census,  1931 

Mean  Population,  1939  (R.G.’s  estimate) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)... 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1931) 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ... 


12925 
(a)  12870 
'(b)  13240 
3712 
3722 
,  £48669 
£181  16  11 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Birth  Rate. 


Total 

Live  Births  J  Legitimate  162 
(167)  h  Illegitimate  5 


Male  Female 


86 

4 


Death  Rate. 


Per  1000 

Birth  Rate  15 


Deaths 

Adjusted  Death  Rate 
England  and  Wales  ... 


Total 

198 


•  •  • 


Male  Female  Per  1000 
98  100  Death  Rate  14.9 

1 1  2 

•  ••  • • •  •••  •••  XX 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease  (48),  Cancer  (27), 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  (16),  Circulatory  Diseases  (14),  Nephritis  (10), 
Violence  (8),  Pneumonia  (6),  Prematurity,  etc.,  (6),  Bronchitis  (10), 
Tuberculosis  (7). 


Maternal  Deaths. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births  : 


Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total  I.M.F. 

43  Nil  42 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  27 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 


Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  0 
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Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Section  C. 

As  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

28  water  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  examination  during 
the  year  ;  of  these  21  were  found  satisfactory  and  7  unsatisfactory. 
Unsatisfactory  samples  were  received  from  the  parishes  of  Steeple 
Aston,  Alkerton,  Tadmarton,  Wiggington,  and  Claydon  ;  all  were 
private  wells. 

Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

143  houses  were  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the 
year,  no  further  houses  unfit  for  habitation  (other  than  those  reported 
in  the  1938  Annual  Report)  being  discovered.  39  demolition  orders 
were  made  during  the  year  relating  to  houses  represented  as  unfit  in 
1938. 

There  were  8  overcrowded  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  these  being  inhabited  by  58  persons. 

Section  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Arrangements  as  reported  in  previous  years. 

Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


Notifiable 

Diseases  During  1939. 

No.  of 

Admitted 

Diseases 

cases 

to 

No.  of 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  22 

8 

0 

Diphtheria 

...  4 

4 

0 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  13 

0 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

...  2 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

0 

0 

Dysentry  (Sonne) 

1 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  22  cases 

occurred  during 

the  year, 

distributed 

follows  : — 
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Adderbury  4,  Bloxham  4,  Wroxton  5,  and  one  in  each  of  the  following 
parishes  : — Hook  Norton,  Little  Barton,  North  Aston,  Sibford  Gower, 
Deddington,  Shntford,  Broughton,  Tadmarton,  Hornton. 

Four  of  the  live  cases  at  Wroxton  occurred  in  members  of  the  same 
family.  The  four  cases  at  Bloxham  occurred  at  All  Saints'  School  and 
were  isolated  in  the  School  Sanitorium. 

Of  the  22  cases  which  occurred  only  8  were  removed  to  hospital ; 
the  remainder  were  isolated  at  home. 

Diphtheria.  4  cases  occurred — one  at  Claydon  and  one  at  Warding- 
ton.  Associated  with  the  latter  case  were  two  carriers  (evacuees), 
who  were  subsequently  notified  and  removed  to  hospital. 

Non-Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  following  non-notifiable  diseases  have  been  reported  from  the 
schools  : — 

Whooping  Cough.  Tadmarton  (before  October,  1939). 

Mumps.  Adderbury. 

Chickenpox.  Hook  Norton,  Adderbury. 

Ringworm.  Adderbury. 

School  Closures  : — 

Whooping  Cough.  Hanwell,  South  Newington. 

Chickenpox.  Epwell. 

Influenza.  Shenington. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Hook  Norton. 

Diphtheria.  Wardington, 


Tuberculosis. 

New  cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—15 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—25 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

25—35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

35—45 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

45—55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55—65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

4 

2 

3 

1 

6 

1 

0 

0 

Two  deaths  were  of  cases  not  previously  notified. 
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